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turners have further to represent, that the 
manufacturers will, in the aggregate, be 
totally precluded from the advantage of 
the drawback, as they purchase their ashes 
in small quantities, from the retailers ; 
and by the increased price of ashes, less 
Will be used in boiling yarn, to the great 
deterioration of the manufacture. 

Your petitioners beg leave to remind 
your honourable house, that it has ever 
been the policy of the parliament of Ire- 
land to protect its staple manufacture, in- 
stead of distressing it with imposts of a 
most injurious kind. So early as the third 
of George III., an act prepared after ma- 
ture judicial and legislative consultation 
with the trade, and comprehending regula- 
tions, hitherto considered as fundamental, 
it was declared : " That no duty whatso- 
ever shall be demanded, levied, or raised, to 
the use of his majesty, his heirs, or succes- 
sors, for or by reason of the importing of 
any wood or weed ashes of any kind, used 
in bleaching, or any blue called smalts, 
or for or by reason of the importing of 
any good or sound flaxseed, or hempseed." 

Your petitioners finally state, that the 
policy of protecting the linen trade has 
been so undeviating, as to be impressed in 
the speech from the throne, at the com- 
mencement of every session, and your pe- 
titioners trust that this wise policy will 
not be departed from at a season when the 
declining state of the linen trade of Ire- 
land, at well from foreign competition, as 
from other causes at home and abroad, re- 
quires the fostering support of parlia- 
ment. 

Your petitioners assvre your honourable 
house, that one universal sentiment per- 
vades the whole of the linen trade of Ire- 
land, as to the distressing consequences felt 
from this duty, and they firmly trust, that 
the policy of a hundred years back (to 
leave untaxed all articles connected with 
the linen manufacture) will not be aban- 
doned for a measure, which must strong- 
ly aft'ect the prosperity of the staple trade 
of Ireland. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray, 
that the late duties on ashes, smalts, aud 
flaxseed may be repealed. 

tUTt-OIAXGl PETITION, TO BE PRE- 
SENTED IK THE COURSE OP THE 1'BE- 
»»I SESSION-' 

The Petition of the undersigned Protest- 



ants and Catholics of Ireland; the 
Friends of Civil and Religious Liberty, 
and of internal Peace and Concord, 

Respectfully sheweth, 

That in the petitions presented in the 
last session of Parliament, the long con- 
tinued and systematic outrages of Orange- 
men were placed before your view. The 
events of another year have afforded ad- 
ditional confirmation of the evils of an in- 
tolerant and domineering faction being 
permitted to coutinue openly to molest the 
public peace. These things are practised 
under the name of loyalty, which is made 
a pretext for innumerable outrages on 
the general peace and good order of the 
community. 

That their processions, decked with 
party insignia, on certain stated anniver- 
saries, and at the funerals of their mem- 
bers, as also their insulting conduct at 
public assemblages at fairs and markets, 
and their careful exclusion of ( atholics 
from their lodges, have produced much 
irritation in the minds of those against 
whom their insulting proceedings are di- 
rected, and have a powerful effect in keep- 
ing up a spirit of animosity among neigh- 
bours, and perpetuating an organised sys- 
tem of hostility towards all who will not 
join with them ; that societies under the 
denomination of Thrashers and Ribbon- 
men have arisen in opposition to them, 
which were defensive in their origin, and 
solely occasioned by the provocation of 
Orange outrages. 

That the Orange system is thus not only 
chargeable with the outrages perpetrated 
by this secret and illegal association, whose 
members, to increase the danger, have 
mostly military arms in their possession, 
but also for the excesses to which their con- 
duct and example have led, as the certain 
consequences. 

Petitioners therefore earnestly desirous 
to live under the protection of laws im- 
partially administered towards all parties, 
and that all factions should be repressed 
with an even band, beg leave to implore 
jour i.ordiliips' to inquire into the con- 
duct of the Orange association, by the 
appointment of a Parliamentary Commis- 
sion to sit in Ireland, to search into the 



* For an account of the meeting at 



which this petition was adopted, see Bel- 
fast Magazine, volume 13, page 251. 

* In the petitions to the House of Com- 
mons Honourable House is inserted. 
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facts connected with a system highly dan- dangers, by erecting a self-created body 5 

gerous to the safety of the public peace, into a fourth estate, independent of the 

which, if not timely and effectually re- controul and restraining power of Parlia- 

(trained, is likely to produce the greatest ment. 



MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF POLITICS. 



IN the last retrospect, our minds 
continually fluctuated between 
sanguine hope, and sad experience. 
We saw, or thought we saw, in the 
words of Shakespeare, "Expecta- 
tion sitting in the air, and hiding the 
tword from hilts unto the pqint, with 
crowns imperial, crowns, and coro- 
nets." We thought we saw the most 
glorious occasion that ever had oc- 
curred in dreary huiory, for, at 
length, fixing firmly the august au- 
thority of sovereigns on the rocky 
pedestal of national rights, and per- 
sonal liberties; thus consolidating 
into one uniform design, and ce- 
menting into one consistent purpose, 
the powers of the monarch, and the 
principles of the republican. In- 
stead of the hatred, and jealousy, 
and elemental jar, which has always 
existed between those systems of 
public policy, we conceived the pos- 
sibility, the practicability, the ripe- 
ness of time, and opportunity, for 
making them fully accord and har- 
monize, and thus, to strike, as it 
were, a new and heroic strain in the 
monotonous history of mankind. 
Fully satisfied that there are divine 
rights in the people, coexisting, and 
co-ordinate with the most'sncred pre- 
rogatives of kings, we are sensible 
that society must ever remain in a 
state of intestine war, from the anta- 
gonism of these principles and of 
parties, in support of these princi- 
ples, seemingly adverse, but which in 
reality have the same joint interest, 
the same centre of common weal. 
The most stable of edifices are the 



pyramids of Egypt, because the cen- 
tre of gravity coincides with the cen- 
tre of the building, and there was 
placed the royal .chamber. So, in 
constructing the edifice of society, 
with a view to durability, there 
ought to be the same correspondence 
of public and personal interests, and 
the duties of the sovereign should 
converge exactly on the same point 
with the rights of the people. 

Perhaps, indeed, we were too 
fondly credulous in our anticipation 
that the continental congress would 
fix on these common centres, the 
lasting repose of Europe. We 
should have considered thitthe spe- 
culations of the philanthropist have 
been generally confounded with the 
visions of the poet. Matter of fact 
has ever sneered in the face of the 
philosopher ; and what ought to be, 
lias almost always turned out the 
bitterest satire upon what is. We 
own, however, that we have always 
given up to a disposition we think 
natural, of personifying our principles 
by strong atcictiment to distinguish- 
ed individuals who professed them, 
thus ui vim; emphasis to generalities, 
and life to abstraction. 

Although, in the course of ibis 
credulous confidence in characters, 
we have sustained many heavy dis- 
appointments, we are still, like o- 
thers, hurried away by the same feel- 
ing of instinct, rather than sugges- 
tion of reason ; and, in the present 
case, we had bundled up all our 
hopes and wishes, our prosaics, our 
poetics, and our philanthropies, and 



